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The Sixth IOAG Meeting (I0AG-6), to
be held in early June, will be hosted
by the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA), at its Tsukuba Space
Center (TKSC), located in Tsukuba Sci-
ence City, Japan.

NASA representatives to the I0OAG in-
clude James A. Costrell of NASA Head-
quarters’ Office of Space Flight (Space
Communications); Jon Z. Walker, of
the GSFC Space Communications Pro-
gram (SCP); Messrs. Richard Miller,
Warren Martin, and Wallace Tai of the
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s Deep
Space Mission System (DSMS) Plans
and Commitments Program Office; and
contractor personnel.

The IOAG is designed as a forum for
issues related to space communica-
tions that extend across multiple space
agencies worldwide. The IOAG pro-
vides the opportunity for identifying
common needs, coordinating space
communications policy, high-level pro-
cedures, technical interfaces, and
other matters related to
interoperability and space communi-
cations across worldwide tracking and
data acquisition assets. Participating
agencies to the IOAG include the

Agenzia Spaziale Italiana (ASI) — the

Italian space agency, the Centre Na-
tional D’Etudes Spatiales (CNES) — the
French space agency, the Deutschen
Zentrum fir Luft- und Raumfahrt
(DLR) — the German space agency, the
European Space Agency (ESA), the
Japanese Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA), and NASA.

The IOAG relies primarily on technical
work already completed by other or-
ganizations developing standards for
space systems such as the Inter-
Agency Consultative Group (IACG), the
Consultative Committee for Space
Data Systems (CCSDS), and the Space
Frequency Coordination Group (SFCG).
When a deficiency is discovered, the
IOAG may recommend to those stan-
dards organizations that they include
these areas in their plan of work. Items
involving just two agencies are better
covered in existing bilateral venues,
such as Interagency Tracking, Com-
munications, and Operations Panels
(ITCOPs). IOAG member agencies
holding bilateral discussions with other
agencies, whether they are I0AG
members or not, report those results
back to the IOAG for the benefit of

the entire group.
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